
District 622 takes pride in being financially responsible 
and good stewards of taxpayer dollars. Thanks in part 
to the investment in learning made by our communities 
in 2016, we are fast becoming a destination district, a 
district known for offering a wide variety of choices to 
meet the needs of all students. 

Now we are in the unique position of having our 
facilities debt almost paid off. Since most of our buildings 
are over 50 years old, we want to take this opportunity 
to make some much-needed improvements to our aging 
buildings. Most of them haven’t had a comprehensive 
renovation and, as such, are not meeting the learning 
needs of our students. Safety, security, and technology 
all need updating as well.

Did you know that we have staff who use closets, 
hallways, and even shower stalls to meet with students? 
We also have areas in some of our buildings where staff 
radios and cell phones do not work consistently.

Since December, over 40 meetings have been held 
with staff, students, parents, and the community to 
introduce our Phase II Facilities Plan proposal. 

The plan focuses on 
• safety and security 
• innovative learning spaces, and 
• healthy, comfortable environments for students and 

staff
We want to provide safe entrances by creating 

vestibules that require visitors to go through the main 
office before entering a building. We will also add lock-
down zones that are one-button activated. Bus and 
parent pick-up zones will be made safer too.

We plan to create flexible learning spaces. We will 
also install more efficient heating and cooling systems.

Our goal is to renovate or reconfigure all of our 
buildings over the next several years. We can spend 
up to $225 million on renovations without raising taxes. 
However, construction costs are projected to be roughly 
$275 million. In the coming weeks, our school board will 
decide how to proceed. More information will be shared 
in the next 622 News postcard.

To learn more about the proposed Phase II Facilities 
Plan, visit www.isd622.org/facilities. A feedback form is 
also available.

Phase II facilities planning under way in District 622 Happy Winter! 

 Every winter we face weather challenges, 
but this year has been wild! Our students, 
staff, and parents have been very patient 
with all of the snow days. But they say with 
challenges, come opportunities.
 In fact, District 622 has an incredible 
opportunity. We have many very old 
buildings and a unique debt forecast. Since our previous 
facilities debt is almost paid off, we can make many much-
needed improvements, and reinvest in our facilities. Since 
December, many meetings have been held with parents, staff 
and the community to introduce the Phase II Facilities Plan 
proposal. The response has been very positive by the majority 
of attendees. You can read more about it at left and on the 
district website (www.isd622.org/facilitiesplan).
 On our last postcard, I mentioned Phase I of our facilities 
plan which includes additions and renovations to Castle and 
Richardson. Construction at these sites was made possible 
because of the sale of Valley Crossing back in 2016. Construction 
began at both sites in December. 
 In addition, we have some great news from our classrooms! 
Our Kindergarten team developed a phonemic awareness 
curriculum last year that has greatly improved early reading skills 
among our kindergartners. Read more about the curriculum on 
the other side of this postcard.
 Finally, school board elections were held in November. 
Congratulations to new board member, Ben Jarman, and 
returning members Caleb Anderson and Michelle Yener. Thank 
you to Amy Coborn, who did not seek reelection, for eight years 
of service.
     
Regards, 

Castle Elementary Richardson Elementary

Superintendent Osorio



Spring Break is March 10 - 15, 2019
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   Last year, District 622 Kindergarten teachers realized 
that there were some deficits in letter-sound learning 
among our kindergartners. Further discussion found that 
there wasn’t a consistent curriculum being used for word 
work.  
  A district-wide kindergarten team was formed and this 
group developed a curriculum to act as a baseline so 
everyone is on the same page when teaching phonics. 
Teachers can add to or customize the lessons to fit their 
classroom needs and personalities. 
  The lessons target letter sounds and other phonemic 
awareness skills so all kindergartners across the district 
are learning the same thing. In fact, students have moved 
from one 622 school to another and picked right up with 
their new class since they recognize the lessons being 
taught and activities used to support the lessons.
  The results have been very encouraging as indicated 
by comparing Fall earlyReading and Spring earlyReading 
Letter Sounds test results. The Kindergarten curriculum 
is being used again this year. First-grade classrooms are 
developing a curriculum to meet the needs of their well-
prepared readers!
   Learn more at www.isd622.org/KGPhonics.

Kindergarten Phonics Project yields excellent results for all
Kindergarten staff design and implement new curriculum to increase phonemic awareness  

Follow us on social media!

/isd622 @isd622 @isd622 isd 622


